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The Mausoleum of Hazrati Shoh in Istaravshan
Being among most ancient sights of Tajikistan, the Mausoleum
of Hazrati Shoh pertains to the «Hazrati Shoh» historical and 
cultural compound that is located in the old part of Istaravshan 
town. The compound consists of three cultural buildings including 
«Hazrati Shoh» and «Khudoyor Va’lam» mausoleums and the 
«Hazrati Shoh» mosque (also known as Namozgoh) dated to XIX 
century. All three buildings are located in the semi-circle manner. 
Constructed within different time periods, each of the buildings 
has its own history and purpose. The town cemetery and a 
madrasa (a school of spiritual education) were as part of the 
compound as well. A fast-flouring spring flows in front of the 
Mausoleum building. It is believed that its water carries on 
healing functions. According to the legend the spring had 
emerged the moment Khalif Ali sank his stick in a mountainous 
lake Oykul. The stick it was then found beneath the feet of 
perished Hazrati Shoh who was buried in Istaravshan. That place 
has become the birthplace of the spring. According to some 
researchers and scientists, the museum history originated from 
this spring. Embodying the source of life for Muslim the place 
nearby the spring has been serving as the burial place for a 
prominent religious leader. Afterwards the tomb was replaced 
by the mausoleum.
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The Mausoleum of Rudaki in Panjakent

The mausoleum was constructed in 1958 in honor of the 
founder of classic Tajik poetry, a famous poet Abu-Abdullo
Rudaki. This paradox was due to ambiguous facts surrounding
Rudaki’s biography that left his tomb undiscovered. Some of 
his life facts, well-known to public are that Rudaki lived at the 
edge of IX century and the beginning of X century under the 
reign of Samanid’s Dynasty. It is also known that Rudaki passed 
away in 941 A.D in his native village Panjrud spending the last 
days of his lifetime in poverty. According to some written ancient 

Massive efforts of another famous Tajik writer Sadriddin Ayni
helped  to shed light on this issue. Investigating a great number
of ancient documents Ayni managed to track down Rudaki’s
resting place while famous sculpturer Mikhail Gerasimov 
managed to reproduce Rudaki’s appearance based on found 

testimonials, Rudaki passed away blinded.

fossils.
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Sarazm - an ancient settlement

A monument of ancient farming trends, Sarazm was discovered
by an archaeologist Abdullojon Isakov in fall of 1976. The ancient
settlement was discovered at the site that lies 15 kilometers 
towards the west of Panjakent and 45 kilometers towards the 

The initial total area of the monument was 130 hectares. The 
settlement must have undergone through intensive 
development for more than 1 000 years reaching its apex at the 
time of late Neolith and early Bronze age. The economics of 
Sarazm was primarily based on farming livestock raising and 
handicraft production. At the end of 4 thousand years b.c. 
Sarazm has become one of the largest states in Central Asia for
metallurgy production. This was achieved by the great abundance
of gold, silver, copper and tin found in Zeravshan highlands.

east of Samarqand.
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Hissor Fortress
Hissor fortress is located in the central-western part of the country
and Hissor valley, 20 kilometers away from Dushanbe
and 30 kilometers away from Dushanbe International Airport.
In 2015 the 3000th anniversary of Hissor was celebrated. The 3000th 
anniversary of Hissor as a national heritage is supported by UNESCO. 
According to the plan, an architecture and museum complex, 
the Hissar fortress will serve as the center of massive celebrations. 
The core purpose behind the anniversary event is to make the 
fortress a tourism center. More than 15 thousand of tourists 
including 3 thousand foreign visitors visit the fortress annually. 
Most foreign visitors come from USA, Netherlands, France, Germany 
and Iran.
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The Mausoleum of Khoja Mashad

Located in the Saed village (nearby Kurganteppa town), the 
mausoleum of Khoja Mashad staggers minds with the 
monumental nature of its shapes and amazing brick layers. It is 
the only wood-carved museum that survived till our days.
Known as «Kabodian» the area where the mausoleum is located
has always served as an attraction for expats and travelers.
Khoja Mashad is a famous person in the Islamic world. He
moved to Kabodian from one of the Middle Eastern states
approximately at the end of IX and the beginning of X a.d.
He was a wealthy muslim preacher. It is hypothesized that he
funded the construction of the madrasa and that he was buried
there when he died. Some legends present another version
that implies that the museum appeared suddenly within one
night as a miraculous gift granted by Allah.
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Residential cells and the Buddhist temple

The cells are located on the slope of the right terrace of Pyanj
river. The cells are circle-shaped with arch-like entrance. The
Buddhist temple and a settlement are located above the cells
on the uphill. Some findings from this place are dated back to 
6-7 B.C. The square at which the Buddhist temple is located is 
fenced with a stone-made wall (the length of the wall is around 
180 m, the thickness of the wall is up to 1 m). A stupa (12х12м, 
8х8m, 4х4m).is located in the central part of the square.
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Takhti Sangin (Ox Temple)

The so-called Amu-darya treasure trove (Ox Treasure-trove), 
the collection of unique treasures is stored in the British 
museum. The treasure-trove was found in 1877 on the right 
bank of Amu-darya (called Ox river by the ancient Greek). The 
trove is comprised of more than 2000 golden and silver coins 
and jewelry pieces dated back to IV- III B.C. the trove was 
revealed by local people who then sold it to traders heading to 
India, from where the trove had finally reached England.
Unique findings were revealed in the huge temple that was 
built in IV-III B.C. and existed even through the first centuries 
a .d. Most probably those were the gifts for the temple. The 
discovered objects included the bust sculpture of Alexander of 
Macedonia, a scabbard with the image of a lion holding a deer 
in its claws, treasure boxes made of elephant bones and 
decorated with etched images, the largest collection of 
arrowheads in Central Asia (more than 5 thousand) and other 
items of Greek military ammunition.
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Fortress «Hulbuk»

Museum and fortress «Hulbuk»- is historic complex located in 
the village of Kurbon shahid, Kulob, Tajikistan. It includes not 
only the museum, but also the ancient fortress of the 9th 
century well as the place of the rulers of Khatlon and feretory 
settle. The area of the entire territory of the reserve consists of 
about 16 hectares. The museum exposition was opened for 
guests in 2006 after a thorough renovation. Collection of 
exhibits include bulk of the finds, found during excavations of 
the fortress and the place Hulbuk.
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Mausoleums, Shrines and Holy places 

The Mausoleum of Mir Said Ali Hamadoni

This year we are celebrating the 700th anniversary of the great 
Tajik-Persian poet, philosopher and scientist Mir Said Ali 
Hamadoni (1314-1384). A valuable piece of ancient architecture 
dated back to XIV-XVI a.d, the mausoleum of Mir Said Ali 
Hamadoni is located in the center of Kulob city serving as his 
resting place. His son Muhammad , his relatives and 
mausoleum’s former warden Shohi Tolikoni (from Afghan town 
Tolucan) are also resting in peace there. The mausoleum building 
is a traditional medieval-styled building dating back to XIV 
century. A mosque and a shrine were later added to the 
mausoleum complex. A marble headstone with Arabian and 
Persian inscriptions and geometrical ornament is also located 
close by the mausoleum. The inscription on the western side of 
the headstone states the son of the Khatlon ruler, Amir 
Muhammad bin Shaikh Abdulla is buried here. The headstone 
itself has a rectangular shape weighting around 1 ton. According 
to some legends, this headstone was carried to Kulob from India 
by elephants. Nowadays, the mausoleum has become the 
pilgrimage site for local people as well as for foreign pilgrims 
from Afghanistan, Iran, India and other Asian countries.
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